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UNCLAS SEOUL 6012 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MARR, MASS, KS, US 

SUBJECT: EDITORIAL REACTION TO PRESS REPORTS ON U.S. 

FORCES AND MILITARY ASSISTANCE 

1. EDITORIAL COMMENT IN LEADING SEOUL DAILIES HAS 
HEAVILY CRITICIZED REPORTED PENTAGON PLANS FOR 
TRANSFORMING AMERICAN FORCES IN KOREA INTO REGIONAL 
RESERVE FORCE AND MOVING TROOPS SOUTH OF SEOUL, DESPITE 
BRIEF PRESS REPORTS THAT PENTAGON SOURCES HAVE DENIED 
SUCH PLANS. SAME EDITORIALS ALSO ATTACK SENATE FOREIGN 
RELATIONS COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION TO PHASE DOWN MILITARY 
AID TO ROK. 

2. GENERAL PRESS VUEW IS THAT FLURRY OF PRESS STORIES 
ON ABOVE SUBJECTS, INDICATING POSSIBLE LESSENING U.S. 

SUPPORT, CREATES ATMOSPHERE OF UNCERTAINTY. SUCH MOVES 
COMBINED UNDERCUT ROK SECURITY AND LEAD NORTH KOREA TO 
DANGEROUS MISREADING U.S. INTENTIONS IN KOREA. 

3. HANKUK ILBO SEES PENTAGON PLAN AS SIGNIFYING 
FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE IN ROLE OF U. . FORCES IN KOREA, 

THINNING OF U.S. COMMITMENT. AND PRELIMINARY STEP 
TOWARD U.S. TROOP WITHDRAWAL. ACCORDING HANKUK, 
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AND OTHER STEPS TO COMPENSATE ROK WEAKNESSES. 

4. COMMENTING ON SENATE MOVE, LEADING DONGA ILBO 
HITS KEY THEME, ARGUSING AGAINST USE OF AID AS 
LEVERAGE ON KOREAN DOMESTIC SITUATION. 

5. MASS CIRCULATION JOONGANG ILBO INOERPRETS STORIES 
AS INDICATING CLOSE US/ROK TIES FACING CRUCIAL TEST 
THESE DAYS. JOONGANG MAKES POINT THAT STRAIN IN U.S. 
RELATIOKSHIP WOULD BE PARTICULARLY UNFORTUNATE IF IT 
CAME ON TOP OF CURRENT ROK- JAPAN TROUBLES. JOONGANG 
PICTURES U.S. AS MID WIFE FOR FOUNDING OF SOUTH KOREA 
AND AS BEARING CONTINUING SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITY. 
ERICSON 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, MILITARY PERSONNEL, MILITARY PLANS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 12 SEP 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974SEOUL06012 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740254-0513 
From: SEOUL 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1 9740951 /aaaabrgv. tel 

Line Count: 75 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: boyleja 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 6 JUL 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <16 JUL 2002 by maustmo; APPROVED <1 1 FEB 2003 by boyleja> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: EDITORIAL REACTION TO PRESS REPORTS ON U.S. FORCES AND MILITARY ASSISTANCE 
TAGS: MARR, MASS, KS, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



